
1

Sign up for Updates:

ReconnectWestside.com



Reconnecting the Westside
Community Summit #1

Saturday, April 5, 2025 from 9:30–11:30am

ReconnectWestside.com

Share Valuable Stories + Identify Needs

Thank you to our host 
Boulevard Brewery
2534 Madison Ave, Kansas City, MO 64108 
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Hon. Quinton Lucas
Kansas City Mayor
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Kimiko Gilmore
Interim City Manager
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4th District City Council Members

ReconnectWestside.com

Crispin Rea
4th District at Large

Eric Bunch 
4th District
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Agenda

• Project Background + Community History

• What We Know So Far

• Moving Forward Together

• Your Input is Essential
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Background
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The Reconnecting the Westside project is funded 
through a combination of federal and local resources. 
A $1 million grant from the Reconnecting 
Communities and Neighborhoods program, 
part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation 
Reduction Act, supports the project’s Planning and 
Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study and community 
engagement efforts.

Funding

U.S. Representative 
Emanuel Cleaver, II
Missouri’s Fifth 
Congressional District



Think Big, but also Small

Short Term
1-3 years

Medium Term

3-8 Years

Long Term
8+ Years

ReconnectWestside.com

• Murals
• Lighting
• Art Installation
• Events
• Sidewalk Repair
• Traffic Calming
• Highway Lighting & 

Signage

• Major Highway Works• Major Streetscape / Roadway
• Parks and Public Spaces 

Improvements
• Minor Highway 

Improvements
• Utilities
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Building on an Existing Foundation
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Neighborhood History
• 1900-1940: End of development with neighborhood 

stability, Railroad and Stockyards drive commerce, and 
Mexican immigration; a new ethnic enclave emerges

• 1940s-1970s: Urban Renewal + Construction of 
Southwest Trafficway, I-35, and Public Housing

• 1970s-1990s: Urban Decline + Suburbanization, Loss 
of Middle/High School, Local institutions fill void

• 1990s-2010s: Urban revival begins, renewed interest in 
US downtowns and CBDs, Westside sees surge in 
investment and in-migration; I-670 Constructed

• 2010s – Present: Urban revival continues, community 
develops planning lexicon, grapples with issues of 
housing, transportation, and urban economics
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1947 Master Plan
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Highway Construction 

• Viaduct built in 1948 alongside 
Southwest Trafficway

• 1956 Federal Aid Highway Act
• I-35 built in the 1960s-1970s
• NEPA (environmental 

protections) enacted in 1969
• I-670 opened to traffic in 1990

ReconnectWestside.com 14



Impacts of Highway

• Displacement of residents

• Pollution
» Air Pollution

» Noise Pollution

» Light Pollution

• Negatively affects health of residents

• Bisects Westside

• Limits access and mobility

• Visually unattractive

• Separates Westside from the city 
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What We 
Know So Far
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Regional 
Mobility Trends

• Historic highway system 
planned for monocentric 
(downtown) mobility

• Today only 25-30% of 
traffic on I-35 North is 
headed to the Greater 
Downtown Area
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Transit

Public Works Department

• Existing Routes: 
11, 27, and 18X

• Limited Access to 
Fast and Frequent 
Transit
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High Injury 
Network + 
Intersections

Public Works Department

• Southwest Blvd
• Broadway Blvd
• 31st Street
• 26th + Broadway
• 31st and Broadway
• 27th and Summit
• Southwest and 

Broadway
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High Crash 
Highway 
Segments

Public Works Department

Yellow, Orange, 
Red, and Purple 
Segments have 
higher than 
average crash rates
compared to the 
State of Missouri
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1. I-670 EB Mainline (5.1x)
2. I-35 NB to Broadway Exit (3.6x)
3. I-35 NB Mainline North of 

Chavez (2.7x)
4. I-35 SB to Broadway Exit (5.1x)
5. I-35 Mainline before Southwest 

Trafficway (2.7x)
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Highway/ 
Road Noise 
Data Source: Tether Data (Modeled)
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Less than 7 
Hours of Sleep

Data Source: CDC PLACES

Public Works Department
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36%

37%
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Kansas City
Metro

Kansas City Westside
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Asthma 

Public Works Department

10.5%

11.0% 11.0%

10.25%

10.50%
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11.00%

11.25%

Kansas City
Metro

Kansas City Westside

23



Life 
Expectancy

Data Source: CDC

Public Works Department
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Moving Forward 
Together

25ReconnectWestside.com



Project Schedule
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Purpose and Need: 
We Need Your Feedback!

• Improve Transportation Choices for Westside 
Residents 

• Improve Transportation Safety in the 
Westside

• Improve Access to the Westside for Visitors 
or Businesses (transit, parking, etc.)

• Reduce Barriers Created by the Transportation 
System

• Reduce the Impact of Vehicle-Related Noise, 
Air, and Light Pollution

• Improve the Health of Westside Residents

• Provide More Housing Choices and 
Affordable/Attainable Options

• Improve Parks, Public Spaces, and 
Streetscape Amenities

• Improve I-35 Reliability or Traffic Flow

• Other Priorities?
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Opportunities

• Reconnect Westside to the city

• Beautification

• Activate Public Space

• Green space

• Reduce pollution

• Environmental quality

• Improve health outcomes
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Your Input Is 
Essential
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A People First Approach to Engagement

• Going to the community

• Dispelling deep roots of distrust

• Re-imaging the corridor via engagement, collaboration and empowerment

• Moving at the speed of trust

• Laying the groundwork for the future
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• Project website and office

• Community Ambassadors

• Community Advisory Group

• Neighborhood listening sessions

• Key person interviews

• Community Summits

• Pop-up engagement and surveys

• City Councilperson check-ins

• Project broadcasting

• Video series

Public Works Department 31

Valuable Engagement and Communications 
Tools



Upcoming Community Meetings & 
Opportunities for Feedback

• Community Summit #1 – April 5th at Boulevard Brewing Company from 
9:30–11:30am (Today!)

• Multiple First Friday events and community festivals – e.g., Mattie Rhodes 
First Friday, Cinco de Mayo fiestas, Guadalupe Center events

• Neighborhood Association Meetings, local business coalition meetings, and 
community listening sessions. 

• Online mapping tool – reconnectwestside.com
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Engagement Stations

• Project Overview

• Purpose and Need

• History and Background

• Storytelling

• Talk to 311

• Children’s Corner

ReconnectWestside.com 33



34

Sign up for Updates:

ReconnectWestside.com
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